November 2017
On November 4th the annual
referee clinic, shoot scheduling
meeting and Board of Directors
meeting were held at Saginaw Gun
Club.
We managed to make it through
the shoot scheduling meeting
without drawing any blood, but
there were several "conflicts" when
the 1st of the month fell on a
Sunday; people weren't sure if that
was considered the "first weekend"
of the month or not. It all worked
out, but resulted in some clubs
holding a shoot on a different
weekend, and in a couple of
instances a different month, than
the "traditional" weekend.
The
Board is going to see if we can
develop a scheduling format that
will eliminate such conflicts.
I was elected President of the
Board,
with
Brent
Edwards
reelected as Vice President and
Kathy Warner as the SecretaryTreasurer. I'd like to welcome the
new members to the Board of
Directors: Brian Long, Tom
Pavlack and Glenn Ulbrich; and
also
thank
the
departing
members: Dave Scott, Mike
Stewart and Denny Tanis. David
Schiebel will remain on the Board
as the Immediate Past President.
Your willingness to serve on our
Board is greatly appreciated.
We had a very productive
meeting, with a lot of discussion
on how to stop, or at least slow,
the decline in shooting in
Michigan. This trend is not limited
to our state; shooting overall is
down across the nation. NSSA is
trying to find new ways to bring
recreational and league shooters
into the ranks of registered
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shooting. This is not an easy nut
to crack!
I look back to when I first started
shooting 45 years ago (has it
really been that long?!) there was
someone there to help me
through the gauntlet of registering
for my first shoot – I couldn't have
done it without the assistance.
For the uninitiated, it can be an
overwhelming experience.
I'm
willing to bet that most of you had
someone take you under his or
her wing when you first started
shooting to explain the different
options in the shoot program (who
would have thought that an
"Oklahoma" had anything to do
with shooting?) and how to
maintain your classification card.
We all need to make a concerted
effort to encourage and assist the
"uninitiated".
When you see
someone new at your club, take a
few
moments
to
introduce
yourself and tell them why you
shoot registered skeet.
Your
actions could just be what it takes
for that individual to consider
joining the ranks of registered
shooters.
On another note, I appointed

Teresa Strieter as the MSA Chief
Referee. For those who don't know
Teresa, she started her "life" in
skeet shooting as a referee. As a
matter of fact, she pulled my first
400X400 at the Bluegrass Open in
1982. She started her registered
shooting "career" in 2015 and, as a
former referee, felt there was room
for improvement in that arena. So,
she decided to volunteer her time to
develop a training program that will
be more than just taking the NSSA
referee exam to become certified,
by including practical field situations
into the curriculum. It is a voluntary
program, but will be well worth a
club's time to take Teresa up on her
offer to help train their referees. As
the MSA Chief Referee her duties
also
include:
approving
all
applications from MSA members to
become Official Referees; and
providing guidance to all member
clubs. Teresa will also maintain a
database of certified referees to
assist clubs in hiring referees for
their shoots.
We have a full shoot schedule for
2018, which you can find on-line on
the MSA website at:
www.michiganskeet.com
I encourage you to bookmark the
website on your browser so
"everything you need or want to
know about skeet shooting in
Michigan" is just a click away!
I look forward to serving as your
President, and I encourage you to
send me any ideas or suggestions
you might have to increase
participation in our sport that we all
enjoy so much. My email address
is: magyar01@comcast.net
May you always shoot 2 on low 8!
- Al Magyar

