
 

 

December 2018 President’s Message 
 With the current year winding 

down and a new one on the 
horizon it is time to look back at 
our year and start planning for the 
next. Individually, in our games we 
can see improvements or things 
we may need to work on. As your 
President, the Board of Directors 
and I need to look at the big 
picture to see any improvements 
made in our sport and things that 
also need to be worked on. 

Positives for 2018 start with the 
emergence of Jackson County as 
a 4-gun event club. If you haven’t 
visited there, you should try and go 
in 2019. It is a friendly club that 
makes you always feel welcome. 
Bay County has reemerged with 
new shoot management. It has 
always been one of my favorite 
clubs to shoot at and in 2019 has 
the Founders Day Shoot the 
second weekend in June. The 
Great 28 at Gun River is a 4X100 
28 gauge event that has cracked 
the top 100 shoots in the country. 
While Motor State 2.0 is bouncing 
back like only the crew at Detroit 
Gun Club can accomplish. 

As always, along with the 
positives come the negatives. 
Looking at 2018 season from the 
participation standpoint, nationally, 
registered skeet shooting 
membership was up slightly, but in 
our state it was down for the year. 
Both regular and junior 
membership declined and the 
participation at the State Shoot 
continued its decrease; this should 
definitely be a concern for all of us. 
We all need to roll up our sleeves 
and try and come up with ideas to 
help the game we all love or else it 

will continue its downward slide 
and we may not have any shoots 
to go to.  

For the 2019 I would like to 
challenge every member to try to 
either bring one person back or get 
someone new to try our sport. If 
you are participating in a league at 
your club, tout the benefits of 
shooting registered skeet. Talk 
about the friends that you have 
made, different clubs you have 
shot at and enjoyment that you 
have gotten from our sport. 
Imagine if just 25% of our 
membership brings in one person 
or encourages one to come back 
to registered skeet; it can possibly 
begin a reversal of this disturbing 
trend. With our aging 
demographic, we need to get 
younger shooters interested in our 
sport. A great feeder program for 
registered skeet is the SCTP 
program. If you shoot registered 
and happen to be a coach, 

encourage your juniors to come 
out and shoot some registered 
targets. The “SCTP State Shoot” is 
Father’s Day weekend and is 
thought to be the culmination for 
the year for many juniors here in 
our state. We need to let them 
know that there is still shooting life 
after that. 

Even though some of us may be 
giving our favorite shotgun a rest, 
shooting some sporting clays or 
having our gun tuned up, there are 
still a few chances to get those last 
minute targets in. Rockford, Gun 
River and Genesee Sportsmans 
Club all have one-day events in 
December to satisfy the urge to 
break those little orange devils. 
Lou Raden once said, “We have 
some of the heartiest shooters in 
the country to shoot across the 
seasons and conditions as we do,” 
and I truly believe what he said. 
Also make sure that you go to the 
MSA Website and check out the 
shoot results from across the state. 
If you haven’t sent your results in, 
try and make sure you do. Trish 
will always make sure they get up 
there for everyone to read.  What 
better way to see our friend’s 
names in print. 

Finally, at this time I would like to 
take a minute to wish all of you 
and your families a Merry 
Christmas and joyous Holiday 
Season.  I also hope 2019 brings 
you all a healthy and prosperous 
New Year.  

Remember, you can always 
contact me with thoughts or ideas 
at ricktraw@gmail.com. 

- Rick Trawinski 


