
 

 

January 2019 President’s Message 
Well it is a new year and hopefully 

it will be a good year for skeet 
shooting in Michigan. I would like to 
start by mentioning to you all that I 
will be posting a monthly President’s 
Message to update you on the 
status of things the MSA is working 
on. We will send out a blast email to 
our member list when it is ready to 
view on the website. However, don’t 
let that be the only reason you visit 
the site. The monthly MSA calendar 
and “new” Shoot Flyers tab on the 
homepage is always there for you to 
help plan out your shooting agenda 
for the month. Along with shoot 
reports from member clubs and all 
the other info that Trish has put up 
there, you might find out many new 
things you may not know about the 
sport in our state. Getting back to my 
hope for a good year for skeet in 
Michigan… It begins with us on the 
Board to come up with ideas on how 
to make our sport better, but we 
cannot do that without input from our 
membership and that is “you”. As I 
have mentioned before if you have 
any ideas you can always run them 
by me or one of the other board 
members, as I am sure they always 
have a minute to chat. 

The 2019 “Buckle Race”, which 
was Tom Pavlack’s brainchild, is off 
and running. If you do not know what 
it is, it is a season long HOA 
competition that will be held at many 
of our member clubs. A flyer with the 
schedule and all the pertinent 
information will be posted on the 
MSA website soon, distributed to all 
member clubs along with the active 
members of the MSA. The rules for 
the Buckle Race will accompany the 
flyer in the email blast. The “Race” 
events begin on April 1 (actually 
March 30 & 31) at Jackson County 

and will culminate at the State Shoot 
in August. All MSA members in good 
standing are eligible to participate 
with no additional charge to enter.   

As mentioned in my opening 
paragraph, club representatives, try 
and get your shoot flyers to Trish for 
posting on the MSA website. 
Hopefully, the “Shoot Flyers” tab will 
give everyone ease of access to all 
upcoming events and include all the 
information you need to participate. 
The Board and I are working 
diligently this year to present all of 
our members with as much 
information as possible regarding 
shooting events, but we cannot do 
this without your help which can start 
with getting a shoot flyer of some 
sort for us to display. Once your 
event has concluded, try and turn in 
a shoot report and maybe a little 
recap of the event. We all love 
reading about the shoots and having 
our names in print but cannot do it if 
we don’t have anything submitted. 

We all sit back and see the game 

we love floundering a bit and wonder 
what can be done to make 
improvements.  Again, it starts with 
all of us. Believe me when I tell you I 
know how tough it is to get 
volunteers or someone to step up 
and give “more” time to make things 
better. That is even more of a 
reason that we need to recruit new 
shooters to our sport. When you 
bring in someone new to our sport, it 
may include the person that may be 
willing to help out in a big way at 
your respective club. 

Finally, here is a brief look at 
January. West Walker, Gun River 
and Genesee are the 3 clubs kicking 
off 2019 with shoots this month. If 
the weather is as good as it was in 
December, try and get out and shoot 
a little to start getting tuned up for 
the year. Also, MI-SCTP is hosting a 
fund raiser dinner at Detroit 
Sportsmen’s Congress on January 
26th. As we all know SCTP plays a 
big role in the future of our sport, so 
if you want any more information 
please contact Loraine Malloy at 
lmalloy71@comcast.net or Matt Gay 
at updoublegun@gmail.com.  

For everyone who hasn’t heard, 
Harry Michelson of St. Joe Valley 
passed away December 29th. Our 
heartfelt condolences go out to his 
family; Harry was a true ambassador 
of our game and will be missed.  

As always feel free to contact me 
at ricktraw@gmail.com with any 
questions, concerns or ideas that 
you may have.; my email box is 
always open. Hope you have a great 
start to the New Year and I will look 
forward to seeing you all on the 
skeet fields. 

- Rick Trawinski 


