
 

 

August 2019 President’s Message 
Well, in the immortal words of 

Michigan’s own Bob Seger, “Turn the 
Page” it is already August. Even 
though it seems like the skeet year 
just started it is actually entering its 
final trimester for us in Michigan. 
Major events like the State 
Championships, Kasle and the World 
are right around the corner. If you 
haven’t signed up for the State 
Championships, you still have plenty 
of time. Just contact Kathy Warner, 
Brent Edwards or myself and we will 
make sure that you get entered. The 
2019 Buckle Race has one last 
event, the Hanaford Great Lakes 
Open at DSC, the first weekend of 
August. So, if you have 3 events in 
and need the 4th, don’t delay and get 
signed up. The leaders going into 
August are Huron Division – Sean 
Rosencrantz with Andrew Bielman 
hotly in the chase. In the Erie Division 
it is Jim Berg leading with Brian 
Myers in second place. The SCTP 
Division has Ryan Dick leading the 
pack.  The Buckle Race events on the 
whole have seen increased 
participation in comparison to the 
same shoots in 2018. 80,375 targets 
were shot in 2018 and 92,100 have 
been shot in 2019 for the same 
events. Congratulations shooters!! 
Also, there are still other events to 
participate in and clubs you can visit 
this month. Neguanee has the 
Yooper Open while Rockford has the 
Summertime Open near the end of 
the month. Rockford helped the MSA 
out by moving their event so we could 
experiment with having the State 
Shoot a week earlier; let’s make sure 
we support them for their effort. 
There is also a smattering of one-day 
events at various clubs to keep our 
shotguns busy, so keep on breaking 
clays. Our shooting year does not 

end just because of the State Shoot. 
Please continue to support your local 
club or even make a trip to a club that 
you may never have shot at. 

The major disturbing fact that I 
have noticed is the lack of junior 
participation (one-gun shooters). Our 
Buckle Race event for the SCTP 
shooters is proof of that. Whether it is 
due to other interests or lack of 
information, we need to do a better of 
job of getting the message out to our 
SCTP shooters and coaches. For all 
you coaches that are MSA members, 
remember that you do not have to 
accompany your shooters to a NSSA 
registered event as you do for the 
SCTP. I know from personal past 
experience that a number of coaches 
believe the season ends with the 
SCTP State Shoot and the Nationals. 
A few years back we had a “fully 
funded” junior event at DSC which 
was full for a couple of years. Then a 
slide began to the point I was calling 
and pleading with coaches to try and 
send shooters. Eventually we had to 
cancel it for lack of participation. Can 
you imagine just bringing ammo and 
shooting at no cost?? I know I would 

be there in a heartbeat. Coaches, 
there are scholarship monies out 
there to be had so why not help your 
shooters get a piece of the pie from 
the MSA, MISCTP and even NSSA. 
Like I said before, I know things like 
football and other sports start 
popping up, but we all have to be 
emissaries and encourage the juniors 
to continue participating in our sport 
no matter what time of year. If skeet 
on a registered level has any chance 
of surviving, we need an influx of new 
talent and what better place than 
from some of the state’s fine junior 
shooters.  

While I am on the topic of junior 
shooting, here are some results from 
the Junior World and SCTP 
Nationals. At the Junior World John 
Johnson, Jr. did Michigan proud with 
a fine 394/400, while Grace Culp had 
a strong 378/400. At the SCTP 
Nationals the top Michigan males 
were Brandon Kade, 198; William 
Rechner & Soren Hanson, 197; 
Dylan Dick, Jake Lotterman, Zach 
Bemben and Jadon Butler, 196. The 
top Michigan females were Breanna 
Gorman, 190; Grace Culp, 187; 
Abigail Webster, 183; and Megan 
Dzbanski, 182. Also, congratulations 
to the top 2 Collegiate Teams in the 
country: #1 MSU Brandon Kade, 
Greg Reinke Jr. and Michael Stewart, 
587/600; and #2 KCCL Nick Truba, 
Logan Wilcox and Ethan Meyer, 
582/600. Congratulations to all the 
participants. 

You can contact me with any ideas, 
questions or problems as I am always 
open to listening and discussing your 
concerns. Corner me at an event or 
contact me at ricktraw@gmail.com. I 
will get back to you ASAP. 

- Rick Trawinski 


