
 

 

July 2019 President’s Message 
Looking at the calendar it is already 

July, but based on some of our 
weather you wouldn’t think that 
possible!  However, shoots have 
been completed and results are 
coming in. The Buckle Race has 
heated up with three more events in 
June added to the books.  The 
current leaders in each group are: in 
the Michigan Division Jim Nierzwick 
is up on top, with Jerry Kott on top in 
the HURON DIVISION, while Brian 
Myers is leading the ERIE DIVISION. 
The SCTP DIVISION is headed up by 
Preston Lanehart.  Again, remember 
you have to shoot at least four of the 
designated events along with the 
State Shoot to be eligible for the 
Buckle, Prize Money and Scholarship 
Money.  So, don’t get caught an 
event short in your quest and add 
these shoots to your schedule.  
Coming attractions for July include 
three more Buckle Race events and 
a refurbished old standby. The Delta 
at Saginaw, the Mid-Michigan at 
Genesee and the Coast Guard at 
North Ottawa are the Buckle Race 
events, while Detroit Gun is hosting 
the Morrissey Motor State 2.0.  The 
last qualifying Buckle Race event for 
the year is the Hanaford/Great Lakes 
Open at DSC in very early August, so 
make your plans if you are hoping to 
bring home one of the awards.  By 
the way, if you haven’t seen what you 
are shooting for, there are pictures on 
the MSA website courtesy of the race 
founder Tom Pavlack.  Along with the 
weekend events this month there are 
also mid-week one day events at 
various clubs so check the calendar 
and be sure to call the club for added 
information.  While I am on the topic 
of our Buckle Race events, as of this 
writing, participation for those shoots 
seem to be showing an increase.  In 

2018 the seven shoots that are 
Buckle Race events this year had a 
total of 54,675 targets thrown in 
competition.  In 2019 for the same 
seven shoots there have been a total 
of 61,300 targets thrown, which is an 
increase of 6,625 targets.  If this is 
due to the Buckle Race, more people 
getting out and enjoying our sport or 
for whatever reason, we on the Board 
hope this trend continues throughout 
the rest of the year at the balance of 
our MSA events. There is no lack of 
venues across our state to shoot at, 
so why not get out and get some 
targets in while we are still in our 
“good” months of the year.  

It is also time to start making your 
plans for the 2019 Michigan State 
Championships.  The entry form is 
posted on the MSA website for you to 
download or contact me and I will be 
sure you receive one.  Early 
registrations have been great so, if 
you are making plans to attend, do 
not hesitate to get your entry form 
submitted.  Remember, the State 
Shoot is one week earlier this year, 
so all those college-bound shooters 

don’t have to contend with checking 
in to school, so try and get out and 
compete one more time before you 
hit the books.  This year is the 70th 
State Championship for us here in 
Michigan and our graphics wizard 
Brent Edwards has come up with a 
pretty cool design for this year’s logo 
and shirt, so don’t just order one shirt, 
order two – you will not be sorry. 
Please attend the awards and dinner 
(free to all participants) on Friday 
night sponsored by Pacific Sporting 
Arms, along with the Saturday night 
festivities honoring Ben Gallup for his 
shooting merit and the MSA’s 
resident emcee Tom Pavlack for his 
service to our organization.  Both of 
these awards are truly well-deserved 
and, knowing the recipients, there will 
be a few chuckles that will not want to 
be missed.  Saturday’s dinner is 
again partially subsidized by Brian 
and Jannae Long, for which we are 
truly appreciative.   So, please thank 
them when you see them.  Also, the 
MSA is providing $1,000 in “added 
money” for the HOA event this 
year.  If you can’t attend the State 
Shoot (but I truly hope you can), 
remember to cast your ballot for the 
Board of Directors election.  Take a 
few minutes to download ballot from 
the website, complete it and send it in 
to Kathy.  You can have a part in your 
organization, but you have to vote in 
order to have that say.  

Remember you can always run 
your thoughts and ideas by me either 
in person or send them to 
ricktraw@gmail.com.  The weather is 
taking a turn for the better finally, so I 
hope to see you out there at one of 
our member clubs shooting the game 
we all enjoy. 

- Rick Trawinski 


