September 2019

President’s Message

Well, another Michigan State
Championships is in the books.
Another
year
of
friends
and
camaraderie and, yeah, skeet, too!
The Skeet Gods must have been
watching over us all on Sunday as
those thunderstorms just jumped right
over Detroit Gun Club. I want to say
congratulations to you all for making
“your” championships hopefully a great
memory that we can all file away. By
the last count that I had, participation
was up a bit and I hope we can make
that a trend into future Championships.
I sincerely hope that the weekend was
enjoyable for all of you and maybe you
even brought home some new
hardware to display in your trophy
case.
While I am on the subject of
hardware, here are the podiums for all
6 events… Doubles: Bill Nielsen CH,
Jadon Butler RU and Ben Gallup 3rd.
12 Gauge: Brent Edwards CH, Dylan
Dick RU and Dave Scheibel 3rd. 20
Gauge: Dave Scott CH, Brent Edwards
RU and Sean Rosencrantz 3rd. 28
Gauge Jim Sykes CH, Brent Edwards
RU and Dave Scott 3rd. 410 Bore Brent
Edwards CH, John Johnson Jr. RU and
Gordon Novak 3rd. Finally, last but not
least, we have the HOA: Your State
Champion was Brent Edwards (2nd
consecutive year!), Dave Scott RU and
Gordon Novak 3rd. Congrats go out to
all these participants for their fine effort.
My personal kudos go out to Brent
because, if you have ever ran an event,
much less one of this magnitude you
know the demands it makes on you
mentally and physically, and to have
the mental fortitude to pull off back-toback State titles is pretty impressive!
More hardware to mention is the
State 12 Gauge 5-man Friendship
Team. The first three places were
separated by one target in each
instance, so it goes to show the formula
used to compile the teams really works.

willing to put in the necessary effort. Try
to participate and convince some of
your friends to participate in the 2020
Buckle Race. You never know, it may
be your name I am writing about next
year!
In the midst of all the shotguns going
off we also inducted two individuals into
the MSA Hall of Fame – Ben Gallup for
shooting merit and Tom Pavlack for his
service to the game that we know he
truly loves. Congratulations gentlemen!

Champions of the Friendship Team
event were Jerry Kott, Holly Bowker,
Pat Wusthoff, Robert Bove and John
Johnson Jr. The team of Dean
Rossman, Bill Nielsen, Ed Howe,
Jeremy Salisbury and Duane Lamely
were close on their heels for Runnerup; while the team of Nick Rossman,
Pete Pantalena, Samuel Tews, Ray
Bruff Jr. and Rick Trawinski came in
3rd. As Maxwell Smart from the “Get
Smart” TV show would say, “Missed it
by that much!”
The new kid on the block, the Buckle
Race, was the last awards to be
passed out Sunday evening. The
Huron Division winner was Sean
Rosencrantz with Andrew (don’t call
me Andy) Bielman coming in runner-up
and Dylan Dick third. In the Erie
Division Jim Berg was the champion
with Brian Myers runner-up and Pat
Fowler 3rd. Finally, the SCTP Division
had Ryan (Bear) Dick taking the honor.
Prize money ($1,000) for the two
divisions was split $250/$150/$100,
while Ryan will receive a $500
scholarship to be held in escrow and
awarded when he starts college. So, as
you can see, this new program can
produce great possibilities if you are

As I compile this, I hope you forgive
me for not mentioning every winner we
had this weekend; there are just too
many names for this short little letter.
But I want to personally congratulate
you all for your shooting prowess and,
again, for making “your” State
Championships one of the best in the
country.
You can view the entire results on the
MSA website that our webmaster,
Trish,
so
diligently
maintains.
Remember, the 2019 shooting year
doesn’t end just because the State
Shoot has been completed. September
still brings a host of shoots at DGC,
Grand Blanc, Genesee, Wayne
County, North Ottawa, Grayling and
Northland on the weekends, while
Rockford, Gun River, North Ottawa and
DSC have mid-week events.
So, in conclusion, I would like to end
this letter with a quote from the late
Steve Jobs... “The six best doctors in
the world are: sunlight, rest, exercise,
diet, self-confidence and friends.
Maintain them all in stages and you will
enjoy a healthy life.” I know I have great
friends in all of you and look forward to
seeing you at the clubs that I visit. As
always, I am just an email or phone call
away. So, if you have any comments,
questions or just plain want to talk,
don’t hesitate to contact me at
ricktraw@gmail.com.

- Rick Trawinski

