October 2019
Who would have thought that it is
already October and, boy, this year
is really flying by! I hope that any of
you that went to the World
Championships had a successful
trip. For many of you your skeet
shooting year is winding down,
unless you are part of the Bielman
– Kott squad, which must have at
least 2,000 targets yet to add to
their totals. LOL!!! However, many
of us are already making plans for
the 2020 year. Most competitors do
not realize the time and effort that
goes into planning the 2020
season. Here in Michigan we only
have so many weekends in our socalled summer and we attempt to
make the schedule work for all our
member clubs. So when you see
the shoot chairman at your club,
thank him for all the work they do
because planning a registered
skeet event is like an iceberg, you
only see about 10% of the actual
work it takes to plan the event. In
that vein I personally want to thank
all our clubs shoot chairmen for
their dedication. Being someone
who runs the shoots at our club, I
can feel your pain. I also want to
thank all the volunteers at the clubs
for their effort. In a world where
costs are always rising, it is
because of “you” we can try and
keep the shoot fees manageable so
we can pass it along to all the
participants. Volunteering starts at
the Board of Directors level,
refereeing, filling the houses after
the last shot of the weekend has
been fired and go right down to the
last people cleaning up the club
when everyone else is gone. I

President’s Message

personally know one referee who
stepped up at “at least” 3 clubs
when shoot management was in a
bind to help out and “she” doesn’t
even compete. As it always goes,
any organization is only as good as
the sum of all its parts and with
volunteers like this we will continue
to make our state one of the best in
the country. I THANK all of you from
the top to the bottom for everything
you do. It is truly appreciated.
With all that being said there are
still shoots on our schedule that you
can go to and enjoy. Rockford has
the only mid-week event in October
while
Genesee,
Gun
River,
Rockford, Wayne County and North
Ottawa have one-day weekend
events. DSC has the only 2-day 5gun event left on the 2019
schedule, the Trick or Treat Open at
the end of the month. So, if any of
you are still itching for some targets
to add to your sheet, there are
plenty of opportunities left so go

break some clay targets.
I know at this time of year it is
beginning to be bittersweet for me.
It is almost time to start recharging
the batteries for the next year,
catching up on my “honey do” list,
which has grown out of proportion,
but it also means that I won’t be
seeing many of my “skeet” family
members until next year. For many
of you I know that your competitive
season is over and you have sent
you favorite gun in for a tune up or
you are using it as a door stop.
Others I know are getting all
pumped up because hunting
season is right around the corner
and that is what many of us here in
Michigan do. Myself, I hunt clay
targets and that is all. I have asked
myself many a time what I would
like from the game. Would I like a
4X4 or even more realistically a
100X100 a little more often? And,
the answer is yes. However, my
squad attended the U.S. Open a
few weeks ago and none of us lit the
world on fire but I had one of the
best times I have ever had in my
life, skeet shooting or anything else,
and I hope this is what we “all” get
from the game.
In conclusion for now, I hope that
your competitive season was a very
productive
one
and
more
importantly you had fun and made
some friends along the way. As
always ricktraw@gamil.com is only
a click away and it doesn’t have to
be about skeet, you can use it to
just say Hi!
- Rick Trawinski

