
 

 
December 2019  President’s Message 

The first thing I want to say is that I 
hope you all had a great start to the 
holiday season by having a fantastic 
Thanksgiving. Winter really came 
early for us in Michigan. Nine inches 
of snow the first week of November 
by me was a rude awakening and, as 
I get a little older each year, those 
inches of snow seem to get harder to 
manipulate. With the “real” winter 
looming our shooting calendar is 
becoming sparse. We have only two 
events left for 2019 before we close 
the books. Both events are on 
December 14th; Gun River is hosting 
its Mini 100’s Fun Shoot and 
Rockford a 4 X 50. So, if your favorite 
skeet gun hasn’t been put into 
mothballs for a few months, get on 
out and break a few more targets. 

The 2020 calendar has been 
finalized and posted on the MSA 
website; you can also import it into 
your personal calendars for viewing 
on your computer or cell phone. With 
the Buckle Race going into year two 
we have hopes that it will become 
even more popular than last year. 
The A-B and C-D divisions were the 
largest divisions, while the AAA-AA 
and SCTP divisions could use some 
more participants. If you are one of 
our better shooters in the state, we 
need you to try and participate in 
some of the events. I know your 
schedules are pretty much planned 
out in advance, but this is our state 
association at work and we would like 
to see you at some of our events. 
Also, remember we are using a 
handicap system in the divisions to 
level the playing field. SCTP 
shooters, and there are many of you, 
“WE WANT YOU”. With scholarship 
money at the end of the rainbow, try 

to make it to four events and the State 
Shoot so you can be eligible. 
Remember, all you need is to shoot 
the 12 gauge event four times in 
addition to the State Championships. 

One of the changes for 2020 is the 
establishment of an MSA “Youth” 
membership fee, which mirrors the 
NSSA membership. Youth members, 
which is anyone under the age of 21 
as of January 1st, will only pay $10 
yearly State dues as opposed to the 
regular membership of $15. Now, we 
are not going to just collect the dues 
and stuff them in the coffers; we are 
going to disburse a large portion of 
the money back towards junior 
incentives to try and get more young 
participants into registered shooting. 
The MSA has created a committee of 
Loraine Malloy, Andrew Bielman and 
Bill Saylor to determine how and 
where these funds get spent. I am 
sure you all know of Loraine’s 
commitment to youth shooting, while 
Andrew constantly shows his 
devotion to our sport. The third 
person on the committee, Bill Saylor, 

is President of the MI-SCTP and 
totally dedicated to “youth” shooting 
in our state. So, in my opinion we 
have a great committee to try and 
bring more of our young shooters into 
the fold. After all, without them the 
future of our sport is dim.   

I know I have preached the 
following many times, but hear me 
out one more time. To all of you who 
run registered events at your club, try 
and report all the possible places in 
your reports to the NSSA. Let’s give 
our shooters every possible chance 
to acquire points and awards that 
they deserve for the time and effort 
they put into our game; we owe them 
that much. Also, if possible, let’s try to 
standardize the HOA event by 
averaging the four guns and using 
the “true HOA” average rather than 
just putting a shooter in HOA based 
on the class of an individual gun. If 
you are a participant please let the 
shoot management know that these 
issues are important to you. If we 
don’t voice our opinions they will just 
fall by the wayside. 

Now I will crawl down off my soap 
box and get back to the holiday 
season. If you are traveling to see 
family and friends, please travel safe. 
An hour added to the trip is far less 
important than arriving safely. I would 
hate to hear about any of my 
extended family having something 
occur on their holiday trip. On behalf 
of the Board of Directors we all wish 
you a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year and look forward to seeing 
you in 2020. Feel free to contact me 
at ricktraw@gmail.com. I always 
enjoy hearing from you. 

- Rick Trawinski 


