
 

 

April 2020  President’s Message 

Hopefully this message finds you 
all safe and healthy. What a 
difference a month makes. Last 
message we were gearing up for the 
“beginning” of our competitive year 
and now that year has come to a 
grinding halt. With clubs closed at 
least until April 13th the skeet world 
has definitely been put on hold. 
Certain states have also cancelled 
shoots all the way through April and 
into May putting the safety and well-
being of the participants first. It is 
more than likely going to be a week 
by week decision so, if there is an 
event coming up that you may be 
interested in, check with the club 
and/or the MSA website for updates. 

Last month I mentioned our State 
Team members and hope that you 
have taken a few minutes to view the 
entire list on the MSA website. While 
we are all socially distancing take a 
minute to call one of our friends and 
congratulate them on a job well done. 
Staying on the subject of teams, 
Michigan is also well represented on 
the Krieghoff All American Teams. 
Our shooters who have received this 
prestigious honor include two 
perennials, State Team Captain 
Gordon Novak (Open 2nd Team), 
and 2-time running HOA State 
Champion Brent Edwards (Open 
Team Honorable Mention). Making 
his first Krieghoff Team is Sean 
Rosencrantz (Collegiate 2nd Team). 
The Junior Honorable Mention Team 
has Sean’s sidekick Dylan Dick while 
Andrew (don’t call me Andy) Bielman 
made the Triple Sub 2nd Team. 
Moving on to the next concurrent, 
Sub Sub Senior, we have our recent 
Hall of Fame inductee Ben Gallup 
(2nd Team) while Gun River’s own 

Jason Johnson made the Honorable 
Mention Team. Now, I don’t know 
what happened to Michigan in Sub 
Senior, but we had a void – come on 
out Sub Seniors, let’s step it up a 
notch and work a bit harder! LOL! 
Next we enter into “The Old Guys 
Clubs” – Senior and up Concurrents. 
On the Krieghoff Senior Honorable 
Mention Team we had not 1, not 2, 
but 3 members make the squad. 
First, we had former MSA President 
Dave Scheibel, followed by Jim 
(Nuclear) Nierzwick and finally Dan (I 
shoot lots of targets) Adam. Way to 
go gents, from another old guy. 
Michigan’s next member of the team 
is Dick Montel (Senior Veteran 
Honorable Mention). Think about 
that, over 80 and still shooting well. I 
hope that I am able to just hold up my 
shotgun when I get to be 80, let alone 
make a national team! Last, but not 
least, is Jimmy Grimes (MSA Rookie 
of the Year) made the Krieghoff 
Rookie 2nd Team. I assume that you 
recognize the majority, if not all of the 
previously mentioned names, but if 

you don’t know Jimmy, he is a 
member of the “Bowker Clan” of 
shooters; translation, he worked his 
butt off and got great results for his 
efforts. I would like to express 
congratulations from myself and the 
Board of Directors on all your efforts 
which resulted in a fine year of 
shooting. 

Now back to shooting, well at least 
figuratively speaking anyway. We 
have begun our discussions for the 
2020 Michigan State Championships. 
There may be a couple of changes in 
the works but as of right now they are 
in the exploration stages only; we will 
keep you all abreast on any details. 
Hopefully the current events will all 
be long behind us by then and we can 
again enjoy the camaraderie of 
friends and the sport we love. Shoot 
mangers, please keep us advised if 
you are canceling or postponing 
events so we can keep our members 
informed. Our Secretary/Treasurer 
has noticed that some clubs are still 
using the old MSA Membership Form 
for new shooters. Please go to the 
MSA website and get the new one. 
There are also other resources for 
you with just the click of a mouse. 

This year is going to present us all 
with new challenges and choices to 
be made. The most important thing is 
to come out on the other side wiser, 
stronger and better than we were 
before. I hope that you all stay safe 
and I look forward to seeing you when 
this is all over.  

Remember, you can always 
contact me at ricktraw@gmail.com 
with any question or concerns you 
may have.   

- Rick Trawinski 


