
 

August 2020  President’s Message 

“There is a fifth dimension, beyond 
that which is known to man. It is a 
dimension as vast as space and as 
timeless as infinity. It is the middle 
ground between light and shadow, 
between science and superstition 
and it lies between the pit of a man’s 
fears and the summit of his 
knowledge. This is a dimension of 
imagination. It is an area which we 
call the Twilight Zone”. For all of you 
old enough to remember the TV 
show and its host, Rod Serling, what 
you read above would be the 
preamble to the episode named 
“NUMBERS” and this episode best 
describes the year 2020. We have all 
entered the Skeet “Twilight Zone” 
and that is one “Zone” that 
personally I wish we were not in. 

As mentioned above, this year has 
been the year of “numbers” thrown at 
us daily – “number” of cases, 
recoveries, and sorry to say, deaths. 
“Numbers” of police shootings, 
murders and of businesses closing. 
All those are depressing to me, so I 
try and avoid them as much as 
possible. The “numbers” that we 
skeet shooters want to hear more of 
are “number” of shoots this month 
and which one we will attend; 
“number” of targets shot and how 
many we broke. If you have been out 
there in the competitive world, I hope 
those “numbers” are going up and 
that your average is on the rise. The 
Motor State had good “numbers” 
with competitors from across the 
U.S. showing up and giving it their 
best “shot”. By the time you read this 
DSC and Negaunee will have had 
their first 5-gun event of the year 
and, hopefully, the “numbers” will 
have been good. Rockford have the 
Summertime Open August 8-9; The 

State Championships August 14-16 
at, of course, DGC; the Evans, 
again, at DSC on August 29-30; and 
you also have a few mid-week 
events added in for a good “number” 
of August shoots. Hopefully the 
“number” of participants will be 
somewhat comparable to other 
years for all the host clubs. The 
Bielman-Kott squad is back on the 
road to amassing more targets, 
which is good for their “numbers”. I 
wonder what they will be naming this 
year on their “tour” T-shirts? Also, in 
a bit of a recap, MSA’s own Brent 
Edwards amassed great “numbers” 
at the Harry Michelson coming in 3rd 
in Doubles, RU in the 28 Gauge and 
winning the .410. Then there was 
Dylan Dick taking 3rd in both the .410 
and HOA. Congratulations to Brent 
and Dylan for great shooting and 
posting of “great numbers”. 

August, which is the highlight 
month of the 2020 skeet season, 
seems like it is upon us before we 
know it. The State Championships, 
pretty much the culmination of the 
year for “many” of the shooters from 

the state, is looking more like a last 
hurrah for, in many ways, a non-
existent year. We on the Board have 
been working diligently to make the 
State shoot somewhat normal 
amidst all the changes that have had 
to be adopted this year for our 
members safety. If by some chance 
you do not know, for 2020, we have 
suspended the Friday and Saturday 
dinners; the Awards Ceremonies; 
Hall of Fame induction; and the 12 
Gauge Friendship Teams for the 
State Shoot, along with the Buckle 
Race. On the positive side there will 
still be State Champions and Class 
Winners, and, I am willing to bet, a 
good time will be had by those who 
attend. I do know for sure is that we 
Skeet shooters are a loyal and 
resilient group, and the (lack of) 
events in 2020 will not keep us down. 
To say the least the 2020 State 
Championships will be one to 
remember for many reasons.  

With all that being said, I am 
looking forward to seeing many of 
you in a couple weeks. I hope that 
this crazy year has not affected you 
in any adverse way and you are out 
enjoying the sport we all love. Skeet 
is a wonderful sport and has brought 
me many friends, acquaintances and 
memories that I will cherish for a 
lifetime and I hope it has done the 
same for you. Hopefully, many of you 
will post some great “Numbers” on 
the way to a State Title, Class 
Championship or your best HOA 
ever.  

Always feel free to drop me a line 
at ricktraw@gmail.com. 

- Rick Trawinski 


