
 
October 2020  President’s Message 

It is October, time for Jack O’ 
Lanterns, Corn Mazes, and Trick or 
Treating. But who knows what this 
month’s reality will really be. 2020 
has really been a “Trick” for us all 
and now I am ready for the “Treat” 
portion to come our way. This time of 
year has some of our members in 
Texas, many still in Michigan and our 
skeet season winding down. I 
personally am looking at this 
month/year with mixed emotions. I 
never want to wish time to fly by, but 
I will be glad to see 2020 in the 
history books. It has caused 
difficulties and problems in all our 
personal lives and has made the 
skeet season one of cancellations, 
changes and adjustments. However, 
I nor you, should be ready to hang up 
our guns yet, as there still are events 
to be shot. Rockford has their 50’s 
and a 4X50, Gun River has its Fun 
100’s, North Ottawa has the 
Halloween 100’s and finally, DSC 
has the 2-day Trick or Treat Open. 
Plenty of targets to be shot and 
events to be won so let us get out 
and shoot in one of the most 
beautiful months of the year. 

October is also the time we start 
planning for 2021. All club contacts 
have been notified to send in their 
request for event dates so Kathy and 
I can start compiling a master 
calendar that will be submitted to the 
Board for approval at the November 
meeting, as well as deciding on the 
State Team requirements for the 
current year. We have had many 
great suggestions from members 
and the feedback will help us make 
an informed and fair decision. 
Hopefully, we can get back to our old 
reality of regular minimums, the 
Buckle Race, traveling and visiting 

other clubs, Friendship Teams and 
having an Awards and Hall of Fame 
Banquet at the State Shoot and not 
just some version of it. As MSA 
members we should also be looking 
at our referee credentials. Three 
years ago, the NSSA implemented 
new referee certification, and many 
will have their credentials expiring at 
the end of the year. Make sure you 
find a club that is having a clinic or, 
better yet, have one at your own club 
to update your status. Referees are 
a key element of our sport, which by 
no means can be overlooked, so 
encourage others – members, 
friends and family – to be a part of 
our sport. 

September had several shoots and 
some members had some great 
results or tied personal bests at 
those events. At the inaugural Labor 
Day Little Gun at DSC, Mike Delgado 
posted a 99 in the .410 event. At one 
of the best events in the country, the 
Kasle, participants from all over the 
country made DGC their home for 
the weekend. Michigan shooters had 
a good weekend against some of the 

best of the best. Our “captain” 
Gordon Novak came out on top for 2 
events, the 20 Gauge and the .410, 
and also being HOA Runner-up to 
LP after shooting-off 397’s. Great 
going Gordon! Other 100’s in 
multiple gauges were shot by 
Edward Bowker, Gerald Novak, John 
Fournier, John Herkowitz, Tom 
Pavlack, Jeff Desano, Ed Bowker 
and Dave Pratt. Way to go guys; way 
to represent Michigan! In early 
results from the World Shoot, and 
they are few at this time, Andrew 
Bielman came out victorious in the 
4X50 World Warm-Up winning the 
28 gauge and the .410 with 50’s. 
Andrew (“don’t call me Andy”) also 
captured the HOA title with a fine 
197. His highpoint was capturing 
World 28 Gauge 3rd! Congratulations 
on your fine shooting, even though it 
isn’t titles you seek – it is targets, 
targets, targets.!! 

In conclusion, so far, this year has 
been a year that in some respects I 
hope we can all soon forget. I have 
missed pursuing the freedoms that 
we have all become so accustomed 
to and had probably taken for 
granted. I know I have acquired a 
new perspective on being with family 
and friends and how important it is to 
me. As Joni Mitchell says in Big 
Yellow Taxi, “…you don’t know what 
you’ve got til it’s gone…”, and boy, 
those words ring so true.  

Always feel free contact me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com with your 
thoughts, questions or comments. 

- Rick Trawinski 


