November 2020
November 2020 in a year that
has been, to say the least,
different. Last year at this time
Halloween had just finished up
and kids were enjoying their
candy; Presidential impeachment
hearings were in full swing; and
we were all getting ready for
Thanksgiving and the upcoming
holidays. This year Halloween had
a completely different look as little
ones were wearing masks under
masks and candy was picked up
on tables and had to be
“quarantined” for 2 days; a
Presidential election will have
been held; and the upcoming
holidays… well, who knows how
they are going to play out. I am
sure all of you know the movie
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
– well, he has been extra busy
stealing the whole darn year!
Skeet, however, has been
plugging along. Even though
participation
numbers
have
decreased from the World Shoot
on down, our members are still
getting out to the fields and
shooting. November also brings
our most important meeting of the
Board of Directors. For starters, a
vote on the Presidency will be
held, and the 2021 MSA Calendar
will be set. I know I am looking
forward to planning a 2021
schedule with my squad; I have
missed getting out there and
shooting at other clubs. My thanks
go out to Kathy and all the Club
Representatives for firming up the
calendar before the meeting,
which makes it go smoothly at the

President’s Message

discussion level. I am sure that
Trish will get the calendar posted
on the website so we all can start
planning our 2021 season. The
“hot button topic” of minimums will
be discussed, along with the
Buckle Race and, finally, an
“outside the box” idea concerning
referee certification for the
upcoming year will be finalized.
After a brief discussion between
Trish and myself on possible
alternatives, our resident “rules
guru” came up with a dynamite
idea which has been okayed by
the NSSA. With large groups in a
confined place not allowed by the
state, we are going to implement
“self-administering” of the referee
test, being that it is an “open book”
exam. Trish will send out an email
blast with details for completing
the test, and applying and
submitting for certification, along
with an overview of pertinent rules
changes in the past three years.
According to our records there are
well over 50 referees up for
recertification and this seems like

a fantastic way to get the job done
while mitigating any possible risks
and saving time. Hopefully, this
way we can even recruit a few
more referees, as we all know that
this is one area that clubs suffer
through when it comes to
volunteers for our registered
events. I urge each of you to step
and become a referee – your club
and shoot management can use
the help.
In conclusion, as this year is
drawing to a close, in my 68 years
I can truthfully say I will be glad to
see it go. They say never to wish
your life away, but the next two
months can go away – far, far
away. After my initial stint in the
game in the 80’s, I have been
back involved in the game for a
few years now. I have seen what
was close to the golden era of
skeet with shoots full and waiting
lists at least 25 deep to get in, to a
pandemic closing us down for the
better part of the year. Everything
in life seems to go in cycles and if
this is a down cycle, we can only
go up.
I task each one of you to do a
little to try and bring our game
back to normal and away from
these doldrums. There are many
sayings in life, “you reap what you
sow”, “you only get out what you
put into it” and they are all true,
especially for our game. Let us all
step up and make 2021 a year to
remember in a good way. Contact
me at ricktraw@gmail.com to chat
or with ideas.

- Rick Trawinski

