July 2021
July, the start of the second
half of the year, and it is usually the
busiest half in the Michigan skeet
season. Even though we have had
numerous events, the “major”
events of the season are on our
horizon and, for the first time in a
year and a half, the horizon looks
brighter. Our schedule has events
every weekend of July, so it is time
to make the big push to get in some
more targets. The month starts off
with the Evans Memorial at DSC
followed up by the Motor State at
DGC the next weekend. After these
two shoots our Buckle Race takes
the stage front and center. On the
next three weekends we have four
Buckle Race events – Rockford’s
“Summertime 400”; North Ottawa’s
“Coast Guard Open”; Saginaw’s
“Delta Open”; and, Kent County’s
“Marion Shields Open”. Now, that is
how a month of skeet should look!
Equal opportunities for members on
each side of the state to participate
in our sport.
If you have not received or
downloaded an entry form for the
“State Championships”, what are
you waiting for? Let’s make 2021 a
great year for “our” championships.
You can get an entry form on the
MSA website or contact any of your
MSA directors and they will be glad
to get you as many as you need. It
has been brought to my attention
that the “Friendship Team” has
been omitted from the entry form.
Rest assured that we will be having
one as in the pre-covid years. As
always, we will be giving away two
free entries to first time participants,
so try and bring a first timer to our
premier event. For all of you SCTP
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coaches reading this, we are giving
away up to 20 entries to your 12gauge shooters who are eligible
and in contention to win the SCTP
portion of the 2021 Buckle Race.
We need junior shooters in our
sport to perpetuate the game, so try
to encourage participation after
your state championships.
If you have not looked at the MSA
website recently, the face is the
same but there are changes. The
links to the Buckle Race and Points
Race are running smoothly, but the
new change is the Shoot Results
tab. It has been mentioned to me
many times about seeing results
and, if you send your “MV” file from
Skeet Manager to Trish at
miskeet@comcast.net she will
upload the results. Not only are the
Michigan events posted, but also
shoots from all over the country. If
you are a shoot manager at your
club, make sure you get your results
to Trish so she can keep the site
updated. I think this is a great
addition to the website and, again,

kudos to Trish for making it happen.
In our “races” the leaderboard has
not changed much, except in the
“Erie Division” of the Buckle Race,
where Jim Berg has taken over the
top spot. With a number of Buckle
Race events coming up, there are
possibilities for more changes, so
get out there and participate.
Finally, the “As I See It” portion of
the letter… Even though we are
beginning to get back out to events,
participation numbers are still way
down. Doing some comparisons,
the Chet Crites in 2021 had 18 four
event shooters, in 2019 there were
22 and in 2017 there were 32. The
Clark Brown at DSC had 27 in 2016
down to 11 in 2021. Just
participating in the Dad’s Day at
North Macomb the other weekend,
it was a mere ghost of what it used
to be. I could go on and on, but I
think you get the message. If we do
not keep working to change this,
one of my favorite songs by the
Doors, “The End” will be the theme
song for skeet. All of you
youngsters out there may not know
it, but we older “stoners” LOL sure
do. Pull it up on YouTube and listen
to the opening verse and you will
see how well the words pertain. Our
Board keeps working for you, but
we can’t increase participation –
only YOU can. Come on Michigan
Skeet Shooters, I dare you to prove
me wrong! Believe me, I do not
want to turn into a trap shooter.
As always feel free to contact me
at ricktraw@gmail.com. Oh, and by
the way, get those State Shoot
registrations in.

- Rick Trawinski

