June 2021
Well, it is June. Time for
getting this world back to normal.
Baseball stadiums and all sports
venues are at maximum capacity, so
let’s get the skeet world back to
maximum capacity. We can start with
our full sized, shoot till you drop
events over the weekends. DGC as
always starts us off with the Chet
Crites while the Yoopers have the
Negaunee Open on the same
weekend. One day I would like to
have some free time and make it up
there. I hear from reliable sources it is
a ton of fun. The next weekend we
have not one, but two, Buckle Race
events – the Gun River 400 and the
Haywood at Wayne County. If you
have not had enough Buckle Race
events, the next weekend is the
Dad’s Day Open at North Macomb. If
Doubles is your deal, there is the
Fischer Doubles at North Ottawa
again on the same weekend. Then
finally we have the Jack Pine 4X50 at
Grayling and the Northland 4X50 at
Northland. Additionally, there are
mid-week events at Rockford, North
Ottawa and DSC. Now, everyone,
this is what I am talking about!! So, it
seems to me that no matter which
side of our state that you are on the
opportunity is there to get out and
shoot some Michigan targets.
Both the Points Race and the
Buckle Race are gaining momentum.
Regarding the Points Race, Andrew
(“don’t call me Andy”) Bielman is
devouring his competition. Not only is
“Andy” becoming one of the better
shooters in our state, but he is also
the most traveled and one of the
foremost proponents of shooting here
in Michigan. If you have not noticed
his point total, you should look
because he is pulling farther and
farther in front. If you have designs on
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being at the top of the board, you had
all better get out and get some more
targets in. As far as the Buckle Race,
we can all guess who is currently atop
of the Michigan Division. Done
guessing? It is that Bielman guy
again, with Pat Fowler atop of the
Huron Division and Jerry (“Mr.
Beretta”) Davis leading the Erie
Division. I call Jerry “Mr. Beretta”
because if Beretta makes it, he has it.
Probably right down to his skivvies;
but that is too much information for
me! However, I digress and should
get back to the races. These two
competitions, I feel, are special and
important for our state. Not only do
they spur state-wide competition but
they provide you with a measuring
stick so you can constantly see
where you stand at any given time,
and I think that is particularly
important to get our members out to
shoot. As if all that isn’t enough, the
State Shoot Committee has been
working and slaving to get everything
in order for our 2021 State Shoot. It is
the big event of the year for many of
us, so be looking for the flyer very
soon so you can be assured of your

spot this year. I personally feel it is
going to be a “break out” event.
Now, as always, for my thoughts. I
know I am beating the same drum,
but we need more participation.
There are many reasons that we may
not be able to get out and shoot.
Family responsibilities, cost, age,
lack
of
ammunition
and/or
components, and I could go on and
on, but I will stop there. Still, let us all
try and get out and give our best. I
still believe, and this is directed at the
SCTP coaches, we could see more
participation from our juniors. As
recently as a couple weeks ago DGC,
Grand Blanc and DSC hosted
Conference Championships and they
were very successful. But guess
what? For the most part that is where
junior participation ends. We need
the younger shooters! Most of us
“more seasoned” members are just
that more seasoned and, may I just
say, be slowing down a bit. A few
years ago, when programs like the
North Macomb Eagles were going
strong there were juniors – and I
mean a particularly good number – at
all the registered shoots around the
state. Now, not so much. As coaches
and members let us try and get a
junior out to our events. If we don’t,
we may be looking at the beginning
of the end of our sport, and that is not
just my opinion; I have heard it from
many friends and acquaintances. In
some way, we all need to try and
keep our game viable.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me
with any thoughts or ideas at
ricktraw@gmail.com. Hope to see
you all soon!

- Rick Trawinski

