August 2021
Who can believe it is
already August? Certainly not me!
There is basically only 1½ months
left in the “serious” Michigan skeet
season. Now don’t get me wrong;
there are events to be shot and
targets to be had however, after
the Kasle at Detroit Gun Club in
September, Michiganders start
thinking about being in the woods
for the hunting seasons. But, let’s
get back to, in my opinion, the
BEST month of the year. You all
may be asking, “Why does he like
August so much?” My answer, “I
thought you would never ask.”
First, August starts with the
Hanaford/GLO at DSC. Now if you
are in the hunt in the Buckle Race
why not get your last “shots” in
prior to the State Championships.
Second, that same weekend is the
Yooper Open at Negaunee Rod
and Gun Club. I have heard that
the boys up north put on quite an
event so, if you feel like the drive
and want to see the U.P., here is
a great chance.
Finally, August culminates with
the State Championships. If you
haven’t signed up yet, what are
you waiting for? This year’s shoot
promises to bounce back from the
Covid restrictions of 2020. All you
need to do it put pen to paper, or
use the fillable pdf (thanks to
Brent), to enter “your” State
Championships. As you may have
noticed, I like to say “your”
championships because that is
what I, the State Shoot Committee
and the Board of Directors are
constantly working to improve –
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the chance for you to come out
and participate in our state’s
premier event. The Big Gun,
Buckle Race, Friendship Team,
Friday and Saturday dinners and
all the events are calling your
name if you listen closely. So,
bring
yourself
and
maybe
someone new to, what I consider
to be, the highlight of my shooting
year. I know I am looking forward
to a year of no masks and rubbing
elbows with some of my best
friends from across the state.
Standings in the races are
coming down to the home stretch,
especially for the Buckle Race.
The top spots in the three
Divisions at this time are occupied
by Andrew Bielman, Patrick
Fowler and Jim Berg. Pat and Jim
have some competitors right on
their heels, so it should make for
an interesting month to decide the
Champs. As far as the Points
Race, the top two spots are pretty
firmly held by, who else, Andrew
Bielman, followed by Edward

Bowker, with the remaining top ten
closely grouped. The thing to
remember is that this competition
goes through the entire year. So,
get out and enter events for the
final stretch. This year make sure
you “hunt” some of those orange
devils in the latter months.
As I see it, all clubs need
referees for their registered
events. What better way to help
your particular club than to come
through in a big way for the shoot
manager? You can say, “How can
I shoot and referee at the same
time?” Maybe, as hard as it may
be, you do not shoot the event at
your club unless your shoot
manger has the referees covered.
So, if you referee instead, this
could be a win/win as your club
will benefit from your help and you
might go to a shoot at another club
to get your targets in. If your club
has a junior program, along with
teaching them how to shoot, teach
them how to be a referee and give
something back to the sport. With
prices on everything – shells,
components, targets – all going
up, sometimes paying for referees
is not an option. If we can keep the
cost to enter events lower, we
might get more participants. In the
past I have heard many criticisms
as to what is wrong with our sport;
let’s all step up and do something
right for the sport.
You can always contact me a
ricktraw@gmail.com with your
ideas.

- Rick Trawinski

