May 2022
May, another month in which
Michigan will try to break out of
those winter doldrums. The 2022
schedule, on the contrary, is
moving along. Several events have
been completed with an entire
compliment scheduled for this
month. Starting with weekenders,
we have DGC with the Buckle Race
Event Lou Raden (which starts in
April), North Ottawa’s Mother’s Day
Big Gun, The Roger O. Day, which
has been moved to Genesee, and
culminating with Kent County’s
Spring Challenge. Midweek events
are scheduled at Rockford, Gun
River, North Ottawa and DSC. So,
by my observation, there are plenty
of events to get out and enjoy the
sport we all love!
The First Buckle Race events
have been held and, based on the
preliminary results, were a success.
If you have not seen the actual
coins being awarded at each shoot,
be sure to catch a glimpse, as they
would be a nice addition to your
trophy case or shadowbox. Grand
Blanc, as well as other clubs,
changed the order of their events to
accommodate junior participation in
the 12 Gauge Event and, because
of the strong SCTP presence, they
had very good results. This kind of
innovation is something we all need
to do to give our game a shot in the
arm. The Board of Directors is
constantly trying to come up with
initiatives and ideas to grow our
sport, but individual clubs need to
“get in the game” and incentivize
their events. The best thing that you
can do is advertise. Make sure you
get us a flyer for your events with all
the necessary contact information
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on it with all the selling points that
might bring you a few more
participants.
At the April Board meeting we
began the process of getting the
State Championships rolling. All the
behind-the-scenes aspects to make
“your” State Shoot a success are
discussed, re-discussed and then
gone over again to ensure it’s the
best it can be. The always popular
“Big Gun Shootout” is back as a
stand-alone event on Thursday. As
usual, we start off the main events
on Friday with Doubles and 20
Gauge, but we have restructured
the rotations to get us finished a
little earlier each day. With all the
work that goes into planning an
event of this magnitude, the whole
is only equal to sum of its
components. There is a quote that,
“the best laid schemes of mice and
men often go awry”. Basically, no
matter how hard you try, something
can often go wrong. Let’s all plan on
attending our premier event of the
year. Also, it wouldn’t hurt if you
brought a friend or two or three J

The Michigan Points Race is well
underway. With every event you
participate in, and place in the
standings, you acquire points that
go towards your yearlong total. As I
have said before, I have always
liked the concept as it is both
participation and performance
based. You can find details and the
current standings on our website.
Finally, the “My Thoughts” portion
of the newsletter… As I know you
are all aware, primers and powders
are basically nonexistent unless
you are Elon Musk. If you talk to the
component companies, they say
they are producing more than ever,
so the question is, “Where is it all
going?” The most common answer
is that the government is stockpiling
ammunition for their use and
sending large amounts overseas to
countries like Ukraine. To me this
seems like the most feasible
explanation,
because
what
company would say “no” to a multimillion- or billion-dollar contract?
So, what can we do? Personally, I
have taken the “damn the
torpedoes and full speed ahead”
attitude. I decided a while back that
I am going to shoot above my
minimums, but curtail practice. It
may mean that my average suffers,
but I didn’t get into skeet shooting to
worship my average card. I got into
this sport to be with my friends, and
that is where I will stay come hell or
high water.
Remember, you can always
reach me with your thoughts or
feedback at ricktraw@gmail.com
Hope to see you all soon!

- Rick Trawinski

