
 
July 2022  President’s Message 

Well, it is officially the mid-year 
point of 2022, and the shoot year 
is in full bloom. July has a packed 
calendar of events, so let’s plan on 
getting out and participating in the 
sport we all love. We have three 
Buckle Race events with North 
Ottawa, Saginaw and Kent 
County each hosting one. If you 
haven’t seen, or even possibly 
won, one of the coins the MSA has 
supplied, you still have multiple 
chances left. One great thing that 
I have noticed is that the Junior 
participation in the Buckle Race is 
up, and that is encouraging. Other 
weekend events in July include 
the Tombstone at DSC which, by 
the time you read this, you either 
will or will not have signed up for; 
and the Summertime 500 at 
Rockford. As usual we have mid-
week events hosted by Rockford, 
Gun River, North Ottawa and 
DSC, so let’s get out and have 
some fun with the scattergun! 

Now for an extended “My 
Thoughts” portion of the letter…  I 
just attended the U.S. Open at 
Detroit Gun Club and, as much fun 
as it was for me to be there, it was 
truly bittersweet. You see, I have 
been to U.S. Opens in the past, 
however, this was the first iShoot 
version I have attended, and I am 
coming away with mixed feelings. 
Do not get me wrong – the iShoot 
format is a good way to handle this 
event, because expansion from a 
single host club to multiple venues 
increases attendance, in the very 
least, three-fold and what we need 
in our sport is more participation. 

But, to me, the “magic” just wasn’t 
there. Maybe it had to do with the 
fact it was hosted at a club we all 
frequent multiple times a year; or, 
maybe it was that many of the 
biggest names were at other 
venues; or, maybe it was just that 
it seemed small.  It is something I 
am going to be pondering. The 
one thing I do know is that it is 
change and, in the big picture, it is 
a good change and that is 
something our sport desperately 
needs. 

As I am on the subject of 
change, this year I, as well as all 
of you, have seen things happen 
that we only had happen in the 
“Covid year”. Clubs cancelling 
events, and others discussing with 
me if they should event attempt to 
host them as it may not be worth it 
with participation being down 
across the state. This has 
prompted me to even more so 
think about what change I/we can 
do to help our sport. Personally, 
for 2023, I am toying with an idea 

for DSC that is dramatic, and I 
must weigh all the pros and cons 
to see if it is even viable. So, 
whenever I see you, I may be 
asking your opinion because 
“change” is what must happen to 
our sport. If you are a club that is 
still hesitant to use the Valerio 
program, you must try and attempt 
to change. The MSA subsidizes it 
for all the member clubs, so there 
is no reason to not give it a try. I 
was recently approached, and a 
discussion ensued, about clubs 
that do not use the program where 
their events data must be altered 
electronically or else some of the 
results may not be recorded in 
programs the MSA is trying to 
promote. If you are one of those 
clubs, you are not helping yourself 
to increase participation and you 
are not trying to facilitate change.  
Again, as I have said in the past 
I/we need your input – don’t just 
think it to yourself. Talk to 
someone at your club, talk to one 
of the MSA Directors. Slightly 
altering a quote from a previous 
U.S. President, “Ask not what 
skeet can do for you – ask what 
you can do for skeet”.  Because if 
we do not all get out of our 1900’s 
way of thinking about the game, 
the only place we may be able to 
play it one day may be on a video 
game.  

I’m always interested in what 
others have to say, so drop me a 
line at ricktraw@gmail.com with 
“your” thoughts on CHANGE. 

- Rick Trawinski 


