June 2022
June… now the skeet season
really gets into high gear. Not one,
not two, but three Buckle Race
events to participate in! Now, if you
throw in the U.S. Open, I would say
that is pretty much all you can ask
for in the skeet world. Genesee,
who is back on the calendar for
2022, kicks off the Michigan Skeet
Association events with the
“Genesee 400” June 4th & 5th,
followed the next weekend by the
“Gun River 400”; then rounding out
the MSA events with the “Dad’s Day
Open” at North Macomb; and then,
in the famous words of Chef Emeril
Lagasse, we “kick it up a notch” with
the U.S. Open iShoot at Detroit Gun
Club the last weekend. Now is your
chance to be involved with one of
skeets major events in the United
States. All you have to do is go to
the NSSA website to register – it’s
that easy. There are also the
midweek events at Rockford, Kent
County, North Ottawa, Detroit
Sportsmen’s and Kent County,
again, where you can get a 100 in
quickly and be in and out before or
after dinner. There are numerous
possibilities for you to get in some
targets, so let’s get out and give our
game a “shot” in the arm at a club
near you!

The State Shoot plans have
shifted into high gear. All the
events, rotations and dinner plans
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are just about finalized, and the
entry form will be out shortly. Our
two main sponsors, ALTA and
Pacific Sporting Arms, along with
many others are again going to
make sure that we eat well and
bring you one of the top ranked
State Shoots in the country.
Whenever you see one of our
sponsors, please take a minute to
thank them for all they do, because
without them all of this would not be
possible. If you can make the “Big
Gun” event on Thursday, you will
not be disappointed. It is the only
individual, registered, handicapped,
money event that I can think of in
the state. The shoot-offs, which are
also handicapped, are not only
composed of shooters in the higher
classes, but all the classes across
the board. Shoot-offs are usually
fun and lengthy, so why not be a
part of it. Friday the main events
start as usual culminating in the
awards ceremony on Sunday
evening. Remember, if you are
hunting for one of those elusive
“Buckle Race” titles, you MUST

compete in your respective event at
the State Shoot. If you are a junior,
you are not only competing for this
year’s buckle and scholarship
money, but also the top five SCTP
scorers in the 12 Gauge Event will
receive a credit for an entry into a
2023 12 Gauge (“non-SCTP only”)
Buckle Race event. Boy that was a
lot to say, but it means if you are a
junior shooter, you have a lot of
possible perks. That being said, you
need to make this an event you
attend this year. Bring a friend or
two and let them see up close what
the camaraderie of skeet shooting
is all about. We all know about it
because we have been coming
back for years, so let’s introduce a
whole new group of shooters,
younger or older, to a game and
friends they will last for a lifetime.
This month’s parting shot is pretty
much the same as last month,
though I do hear about powder
being a little more available, but
primers are still lost in the Twilight
Zone and prices haven’t receded.
However, skeet moves forward.
Tough times come and tough times
go, but I know our sport will go on
because of all of you. Our Board of
Directors, which I consider one of
the best I have ever been a part of,
is constantly thinking of ways to
improve our sport and increase
participation. But I also need your
feedback as to what can be done to
give skeet a shot in the arm. No
idea is too far out there to be
considered so, if you have any, drop
me a line at ricktraw@gmail.com
and we can discuss it.

- Rick Trawinski

