August 2022
Well, as the title to Neil
Diamond’s album implies, it is
almost time for Michigan’s “Hot
August Nights” at the Michigan
State Championships. If you have
signed up it is time to put your
game face on in practice and get
primed up to compete for a state
championship. If you haven’t
signed up, what are you waiting
for? Download the entry form, get
your pen or pencil, fill it out, and
send it in!
Not only do we have the State
Championships in August, but
there are also a couple of events
that you can use as a warmup to
hone your skills. The Ted
Hannaford, which is a Buckle
Race event, is at Detroit
Sportsmen’s Congress Aug 5-7,
along with the Yooper Open at
Negaunee the same weekend.
The Zone 3 Championships are
the following weekend at Detroit
Gun Club. Along with those
weekenders, we have midweek
events at Rockford, DSC and
North Ottawa. So, load up some
shells and break some clays!
The Buckle Races are building
to a crescendo with only one event
left, the Hannaford at DSC, before
the grand finale. Belt Buckles in all
three divisions are still up for
grabs, so enter the events and
take a shot at bettering your
position going into the State
Shoot.
The Points Race for 2022 is as
hotly contested as it has ever
been, with most of our members
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have
been
attempting
to
accumulate those ever-precious
points at our Michigan events.
With the Points Race you have
until the end of the year to
accumulate points at events
throughout the state, so, you need
to keep on keeping on and pile
them up at all Michigan events.
However, one thing I still find
disheartening about the Points
Race, is there are clubs that
haven’t made the effort to use the
Valerio program, for which the
MSA will pay. The Board
approved reimbursing the clubs
for Skeet Manager to facilitate
conducting shoots, and to provide
MSA with the results to benefit the
participants in your events. These
individuals, in some cases, have
driven across the state to help
your club out, so why wouldn’t you
do what you can for them? In
these times where ammunition
and travel are pricey, we as
hosting clubs “owe” it to the
shooters to make their investment

– and that is what it is, an
investment – worthwhile for them.
I have heard from members who
have asked what can be done to
secure the points that they have
earned when clubs do not submit
their results electronically. There
have been instances where the
results have had to be reworked to
make sure all participants get their
just rewards. Hopefully, this lack
of initiative will change, and we all
can provide our “customers” the
service they deserve. As our sport
suffers in unprecedented ways,
we don’t need to aggravate an
already difficult situation; we need
to do better.
Finally, as mentioned above, the
deck is still stacked against us.
Components, if you can get them,
are anywhere from 2 to 3 times
what they were not that long ago.
We all need to start thinking
outside the box and come up with
ideas to keep our sport viable.
Make your events fun to come to;
cater to the participants and make
them feel like they are an
important asset for your club,
because they are. We must make
everyone who walks into our clubs
for an event want to come back.
Why would someone want to
spend their disposable income
somewhere they are not made to
feel important? We all need to be
ambassadors of our sport, let’s do
a great job of it. You can always
reach me at ricktraw@gmail.com
with comments or questions.

- Rick Trawinski

