
 
October 2022  President’s Message 

October… the beginning of the 
best season of the year in 
Michigan. The leaves are starting 
to change colors and fall, daytime 
temperatures usually allow for 
long-sleeved shirts and jackets, 
and nighttime temps for bonfires 
and comfortable sleeping. 
However, it is pretty much the 
beginning of the end for the skeet 
year. There are still a few 
opportunities to get out and shoot 
in the upcoming months before, 
and I hope you support our clubs 
if you haven’t already put your 
target gun up for the year. If you 
are in contention for the top ten in 
the Points Race there is still time 
improve your position. Gun River 
has a Fun Shoot, DSC has the 
Trick or Treat 4X100, Rockford a 
4X50 and North Ottawa has the 
Halloween Open. Throw in 
Rockford’s 50’s and there you 
have the month in a nutshell. 

As you are reading this, many of 
our Michigan shooters are at the 
World Championships in San 
Antonio. Hopefully the skeet gods 
are smiling down on them and 
they will have a time to remember. 
It would be fantastic to see some 
podium appearances by our 
members as, in my opinion, they 
represent one of the best states in 
the country for skeet shooting. 

Even though most of the 
competing is over for the year, the 
Board has one of its busiest 
periods ahead. We are in the 
process of compiling the 2023 
MSA calendar and, again, it looks 
to be chock-full of events in which 

to participate. Most clubs have 
submitted their “proposed dates” 
so we can work out any possible 
conflicts. We are also in the 
process of recruiting a new club 
into the fold, Blue Water 
Sportsman’s Association. So, as 
you can see, getting everyone’s 
events scheduled without conflicts 
is a “good” challenge. You have a 
great Board of Directors who will 
also be looking at some ideas to 
make changes to the skeet 
shooting landscape here in our 
state. Hopefully, some will be 
implemented next year. Stay 
tuned for details! 

Looking back at the year it has 
been a challenge for sure. With 
target prices rising, the cost of 
ammo and reloading components 
(if you can find them!) at an all-
time high in my recollection, we 
have had another year of 
struggles. However, we have 
thrown approximately 323,500 
targets to-date this year in the 
state. Last year we threw 325,979 

total targets, which means we are 
only 2,479 shy of eclipsing that 
number – with events still to be 
shot – making me highly confident 
we will surpass last year’s total 
targets.  What that tells me is that 
Michigan shooters are doing their 
part to keep moving in a positive 
direction. Kudos to all of you! You 
are responsible for making the 
events so far this year a success. 
The Board can only approve the 
events; you make them 
successful. The best plans are 
only that – plans, until they are 
acted on. We have seen a “new” 
resurgence of junior participation 
largely due to the SCTP and 
competition for the Buckle Race. 
Hopefully, more of our SCTP 
shooters will venture more into 
registered shooting because as 
we, myself included, get older we 
need new shooters to take up the 
banner to keep our sport going.  

In conclusion, I love this time of 
year, but hate this time of year. It 
is a fantastic time to be out 
shooting, but other interests take 
us in other directions, many of 
which still involve shooting, but the 
“orange devils” may not be at the 
top of the list. I hope to see you still 
at some registered events, but if 
that isn’t the case, I hope you get 
your ducks, pheasants, partridge 
and deer! You can always reach 
out to talk to me or throw ideas at 
me; just drop me a line at 
ricktraw@gmai.com – you know I 
will get back to you. 

- Rick Trawinski 


