
 
November 2022  President’s Message 

Well, we are officially on the 
seventeenth hole of 2022. 
Thanksgiving is on the horizon 
and Christmas will be here before 
you know it. For many of our 
members there is an even bigger 
holiday than the aforementioned 
two, and that would be deer 
season Opening Day. I sincerely 
hope you all bag your buck 
because, with meat and grocery 
prices going in the direction they 
are, you may be serving venison 
for Thanksgiving! 

If you still have the itch to get out 
and shoot some registered birds, 
Rockford and Gun River have 
events this month, but the pickings 
are beginning to get slim. 
However, the 2023 MSA calendar 
is on the horizon, which will be 
gone over and accepted at our 
upcoming board meeting in less 
than two weeks. It is full of all the 
events you have come to know 
and love with some new events 
and clubs in the mix. With our 
shorter Michigan season for 
competition, it is sometimes a 
challenge making all the clubs 
happy with their dates but, with the 
participation from all the club 
representatives, we always make 
it happen. Thank you to all for your 
work and dedication to make our 
planning a yearly success. As I 
mentioned in my last newsletter, 
we were approaching surpassing 
last year’s total targets thrown, 
and I want to let you know, that as 
of this writing, we have! 
Congratulations to all of you for 
keeping our sport going even with 

the difficult climate we are 
continually facing!!  FYI, Florida, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin are the only other 
states on the plus side of the 
ledger for targets thrown this year. 

Speaking of targets, several 
Michiganders ventured down to 
San Antonio to participate in the 
Grand Daddy of all skeet events, 
the World Skeet Championships. 
Many of our members came away 
with class awards who deserve 
recognition: Andrew Bielman, Jim 
Gingrich, Mike Stewart, Jason 
Johnson, Matt Wright, Brent 
Edwards, Tom Pavlack, Patrick 
Fowler, Duane Lamely, Len 
Smith, Colleen Berg, Ben Gallup, 
Dave Scott, Dave Scheibel, Dylan 
Dick and Dalton Summerfield. 
Along with the class awards, many 
also received awards in their 
concurrent events. For a more in-
depth look at the World 
Championships, you can always 
go to the NSSA website and 
browse through the entire results. 

For me, the next thing on the 
horizon is the MSA board meeting 
on November 12th. As I mentioned 
earlier, the number one item on 
the docket is approving the 2023 
calendar. As usual there are no 
shortage of events from east to 
west and north to south in the 
state. Try and bring a new 
member into the fold next year 
and let’s keep our state total for 
targets trending up. I am truly 
excited to work with the new board 
members and discuss ideas that I 
have only heard about in passing. 
Stay tuned for the next month’s 
newsletter for details.  

Finally, “My Thoughts” portion of 
this month’s letter. Working at 
DSC as I do, I am beginning to see 
shells, primers and powder 
becoming more available. If the 
trend continues, perhaps prices 
will come back to a more 
reasonable level. I personally 
don’t think they will go back down 
to what they were two or three 
years ago, but maybe they (the 
manufacturers) will throw us a 
bone and reduce them a bit, so we 
don’t have to take out a second 
mortgage on our house to shoot. 
Still, our Michigan contingent of 
shooters have proven, with this 
year’s total targets, that we do 
love our sport. Michigan skeet is 
alive and well.  

Feel free to drop me a line if you 
have any comments or questions. 
You can always email me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com. 

- Rick Trawinski 


