
 
December 2022  President’s Message 

December, a month for holiday’s, 
family and a report on the 
November MSA board meeting. 
First things first, I want to wish you 
all a Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah and Happy New Year 
from myself and all of the Board of 
Directors! I sincerely hope that your 
2022 has been fruitful in every good 
way possible and you will be on 
Santa’s nice list. If you need a good 
word put in to the “Big Guy”, just 
contact Jerry Kott. I hear he is on a 
first name basis with him. 

November 12th was an important 
day for everyone in the Michigan 
Skeet community. As most of you 
know it was the date of the Board’s 
main meeting of the year. We 
discussed many new and exciting 
topics, so it is time to buckle your 
seatbelts and off we will go! As you 
can tell by me writing this, I am still 
your President for the next year. I 
guess the Board feels that I am 
doing a good enough job. Kidding 
aside, I consider it a privilege to be 
the MSA President again. 

First up on the agenda was the 
2023 calendar. It has been 
uploaded to the website and, 
hopefully, you have it set-up to 
automatically add the dates to your 
personal calendars so you can start 
planning your schedule for next 
year. Though the first three months 
of the year are lightly populated, 
beginning in April there is a shoot 
pretty much every weekend through 
the middle of September. Make a 
saying for yourself like, “I will try a 
new club in 2023”. By the way, the 
Blue Water Sportsman’s Assn near 
Port Huron has joined our ranks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next came changes to the 2023 

Buckle Race. We discussed 
different ways to make it more 
equitable and, we believe, we have 
come up with the next step in 
evolution for both the Open and 
SCTP Divisions. The new rules are 
posted on the website so, when you 
get a free minute or two over the 
winter months, read them over.  

While we were making changes, 
the Board figured why stop here. 
The next, and most notable change, 
will be the State Teams. Beginning 
with the 2024 teams, which is based 
on the 2023 shooting year, no 
longer will the “All-State” team be 
the top ten HOA averages and there 
will no longer be a separate “Points 
Race” team. There will be five-
member First and Second Teams, 
along with an Honorable Mention 
Team if at least 40 individuals shoot 
the required minimums. These 
teams will be selected based on a 
combination of average and points 
accrued during the year. This way 
you are rewarded for both your 
shooting ability and your results in 
competition. The Concurrent HOA 

Team will continue to be decided on 
average only. The final change is a 
reduction in the Gauge Teams from 
five to three individuals. This was 
primarily due to increasing the 
number of “All-State” team 
members to 15, up from ten. Also, 
we would essentially be recognizing 
everyone who shot minimums, 
diminishing the significance of 
making the State Teams.  

At the State Championships, we 
will be eliminating the “Big Gun” 
Handicap event. In its place we will 
be incorporating an event akin to 
the “Motor State Madness” at DGC, 
in which all 4-gun shooters will be 
entered in a bracket, like the 
NCAA’s “March Madness”. This 
change will allow all 4-gun shooters 
to be involved, as opposed to only 
those who could make the event on 
Thursday. It also reduces the 
number of days for the State Shoot. 

The final item is that the NSSA will 
continue to allow self-certification 
for referees. Truthfully, I believe this 
will be the status quo for the 
forceable future. Instructions will be 
posted on the website. 

In my final comments this month I 
know we are incorporating multiple 
changes, and some things changed 
have been the norm for many years. 
What I want try to impress on you is 
that the Board is continually trying 
to improve our sport for everyone’s 
enjoyment. We do what we do so 
the sport will progress into the 
future and not be mired in the past.  

As always, you can reach me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com with your 
comments or questions. 

- Rick Trawinski 


