
 
February 2023  President’s Message 

Well, it is February and one 
more winter month is done. By all 
accounts it hasn’t been a bad 
winter so far and, if you are 
anything like me, I am chomping 
at the bit to get the shooting year 
going!  

With February, comes Rockford, 
the first club out of the gate every 
year. They have their mid-week on 
the 1st and their 4X50 on the 18th. 
March, as usual, will bring more 
events as we move towards 
spring, and it will give us all 
opportunities to scratch that 
shooting itch. The MSA-NSSA 
Registered League is gaining 
momentum. Participants from 
across the state are signing up so, 
if you haven’t and are considering 
it, don’t hesitate to check out the 
MSA website or contact me with 
any questions on how to register 
and participate. With prize money 
in both divisions, what better way 
to get in some meaningful 
practice! 

As always, if you help at your 
club’s events, now is the time to 
make sure your referee 
credentials are up to date, which 
are valid for three years. Referees 
are the backbone of any event and 
shoot managers will first, never 
have enough and second, be 
extremely grateful if you help. I 
know from my experience, clubs 
with volunteer referees need all 
the help they can get. So, if you 
are visiting a club and are finished 
early for the day don’t hesitate to 
offer assistance to the shoot 
manager. It is one small way we 

can give back to the game with a 
minimum of effort. I feel that skeet 
is more than a sport – it is a 
community, and we should step 
up to make the entire community 
better. 

Remember, there are changes 
to the State Team selection 
starting with this shooting year so 
please acquaint yourself with the 
new guidelines. It is a combination 
of average and placings at events 
you participate in, so if you have 
any questions, do not hesitate to 
contact one of the Board members 
to them answered. These 
changes do not affect the team 
that will be recognized at the 2023 
State Shoot, but do affect all 
teams going forward. The new 
selection process is just that “new” 
and it will be a work in process as 
with anything but we on the Board 
feel that this is a step in the right 
direction. 

This month I am going to talk 
about why we shoot skeet. 
Sometimes I ask myself, how can 

I do so well one day or even in the 
morning then do so pitifully poor 
later or another day? The answer 
is this is just a hobby not my 
profession. In day-to-day life we 
all have or had something that has 
paid the bills and for 99% of us this 
is true. So, why do I put myself 
through the mental anguish? The 
answer is: because I love the 
game! In my humble opinion, this 
is why we all should be shooting. 
If we are looking for fame and 
fortune, successes will be short 
lived. Everyone knows 
expectation is the killer of dreams 
and puts more pressure on us 
than need be and why do this 
when we are supposed to be out 
relaxing. Now don’t get me wrong; 
there are a myriad of reasons to 
compete and all are good, and 
because no two people are the 
same whichever works for you is 
correct. However, for me 
personally it is about me against 
me, not me against the world. I 
have often used the analogy that I 
could end up with 4 - 99’s, win 
absolutely nothing and be happier 
than a pig in poo as “I” believe any 
award you receive for your efforts 
is just a by-product. If you love 
something the reward is in the 
doing, not the receiving and if we 
all do this how can you help but 
“Love the Game”.  

You can always contact me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com.I hope to see 
you on the field sooner now rather 
than later. 

- Rick Trawinski 


