
 
January 2023  President’s Message 

Well, 2022 is a thing of the past 
and 2023 is here with thoughts of a 
new year for Michigan skeet. As of 
this writing, targets thrown in our 
state went up from 325,979 to 
337,500; an increase of 11,521 
targets or 3.5%. That is a definite 
positive for our state association for 
the past year. However, that is gone 
and now is the time to look to the 
future and the new possibilities the 
year brings. With a new club, Blue 
Water Sportsman’s Association, 
coming into the fold it gives 
Michigan shooters one more club to 
go to and compete at. New plans, 
new ideas and new clubs; Michigan 
skeet continues to try and move 
forward with ways to engage all our 
members. 

While I am speaking of “new”, the 
MSA is initiating a registered league 
for the 2023 season. It is going to 
be a state-wide league shot at your 
own club and reported to one 
central location (me), which 
eliminates your club as a 
middleman. A few years back this 
was the brainchild of Brent Edwards 
and tabled until now. With the help 
of Brent and Andrew Bielman, I 
think we have the makings of 
something positive for our sport. A 
brief synopsis of the league is: 100 
targets a month, shot over 8 
months, for a total of 800 targets; 
scratch and handicap divisions; 
and, prize money doled out based 
upon the number of participants. 
Shortly after the publishing of this 
message an email will be sent out 
with all the details, and what you 
need to do to participate. I sincerely 
hope that our members give this 
idea some serious consideration.  

This could be a great way to bring 
new shooters, both young and old, 
into the NSSA/MSA fold of 
members, and to also get and keep 
“tuned-up” for the skeet season. 
Any questions can be directed to 
me, and I will and give you my sales 
pitch that I have been working on. 

With the new shoot calendar 
available on the MSA website, 
hopefully you and your squad 
mates are setting your plans to 
make stops across our state, from 
north to south and east to west, in 
2023. I know my tournaments are 
penciled in, and I truthfully can’t wait 
to get started! I personally seem to 
have a new fire in my belly and can 
only hope you are all feeling the 
same. Maybe you will be able to find 
room in your schedule to try and 
include a new club to participate at. 
A number of our clubs have been 
making improvements and they 
need all of our support. If you 
haven’t been to Genesee in a few 
years Jim Gingrich and Sean 
Rosencrantz, along with the 
members of the club have been 

working on projects that are 
transforming the face of the club. At 
DSC we are refurbishing all our 
buildings with new plywood and 
paint and hope to have them ready 
for 2023. Let me know what your 
club is doing! 

Well, here it comes, “my” opinion 
portion of the letter. Even though 
our target numbers increased last 
year, skeet as we all know it has 
been on shaky ground. The NSSA, 
as well as the MSA, are continually 
trying to come up with ideas to grow 
our sport and ensure its future. 
There are many ideas on how this 
needs to be brought about, with 
some of them 180 degrees different 
from others. However, the most 
important thing, in my way of 
thinking, is that as an organization 
we must continue to try to identify 
endeavors that will benefit the 
majority of our membership. A long 
time ago, when I first started 
running the events at DSC, a well-
respected shooter in our state told 
me not to try and make our events 
something that the majority of the 
membership would not benefit from. 
In short, reach out to the largest 
portion of our membership; and, 
that is something I have done at the 
club level and will try to continue to 
do at the state level. I would love to 
hear what ideas you may have. 

You can always reach me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com with your 
ideas, comments or questions.  

I hope you have had a great 
holiday season and are ready for 
the 2023 shooting year. I know I am!  

- Rick Trawinski 


