
 
March 2023  President’s Message 

March is here and winter as we 
know it has not really reared its ugly 
head this year. I know all too well to 
think that we are beyond the 
possibility of a blizzard, but I am 
hoping the winter stays this year’s 
course. As I get a “little” older the 
winter is not as agreeable as it once 
was. Still, I am going to keep trying to 
live my life in the immortal words of 
Clint Eastwood, “Every morning 
when I wake up, I look in the mirror 
and say, I am not going to let that old 
man in the house”, so damn the 
torpedoes and full speed ahead with 
2023! 

The 2023 season is peaking its 
head out more and more, and March 
will start encouraging us to bring our 
guns out of hibernation. Rockford, as 
always, will kick off the month with its 
Monthly 50’s on the 1st, while Gun 
River will be hosting a “Mini” shoot on 
the 18th for our members that don’t 
“party too hardy” on St. Patty’s Day. 
At the end of the month DSC will host 
the March Winds, the first 4-gun 
event of the year, on the 25th & 26th. 
March also brings the beginning of 
the MSA’s inaugural registered 
league. If you haven’t signed up and 
are considering it don’t delay as you 
need to be registered by the 15th.  
Now, here is where I will interject a 
note to all Event Chairmen/Managers 
at our clubs… In my conversations 
with Kathy Warner, the MSA is 
lagging in membership renewals for 
2023. So, make sure at your events 
to inquire if the participant’s dues are 
up to date. We have a feeling that this 
is how a good portion of members 
may be renewing this year. 

If you haven’t been keeping up on 
your MSA emails you may not know 
that the State Teams for 2023 have 
been posted on the website. I would 

like to extend the Board’s and my 
congratulations to everyone who 
made a team. At the end of a year’s 
hard work comes a reward at times, 
and we will be pleased to “honor” all 
of you at the State Championships. 
Take time to visit the website and see 
who made this year’s teams. 

Also, the Board made changes to 
the State Team selection process 
starting with this shooting year; they 
do not affect the All-State teams that 
will be recognized at the 2023 State 
Shoot, but do affect the teams going 
forward. In a nutshell, it is a 
combination of HOA average and 
“points” earned at events you 
participate in; details are posted on 
the website. If you have any 
questions do not hesitate to contact 
me or one of the Board members to 
get them answered. The new 
selection process is just that – “new” 
– and is a work in progress, as with 
anything, but the Board feels it is a 
step in the right direction. 

In my final thoughts, 2023 has the 
potential to be one of the MSA’s best 
years in my recollection. Newly 
structured programs as the State 

Teams, the continual tweaking of the 
Buckle Race and the Registered 
League all promise to get our 
members involved in one way or 
another. We have three new clubs 
with the capability of throwing 
registered shoots. Blue Water 
Sportsman’s Association is hosting 
its first event, the Blue Water 200 in 
July. The Michigan Trapshooting 
Association home grounds in Mason 
is hosting the SCTP State 
Championships in June, while 
Bellevue Conservation Club is 
throwing targets for the registered 
league. Mason is entering the year 
with six skeet fields poured and a 
seventh in the works for this year. 
Hopes of having ten fields at the 
completion of their project is a goal 
for them that opens endless 
possibilities for the MSA and skeet 
shooting in Michigan. Michigan’s 
motto, “If you seek a pleasant 
peninsula, look about you”, will be 
rivaled by the MSA’s, “If you seek to 
shoot registered skeet, pick a club, 
any club”. If you have the desire to 
compete, there is no lack of 
opportunity. So many clubs have 
committed to events and the calendar 
is full on weekends from the end of 
March to the end of September. So, 
let’s get out there and enjoy the sport 
and camaraderie which is skeet 
shooting in Michigan.  

You can always contact me at 
ricktraw@gmail.com for any and all 
reasons you may wish to discuss. 

- Rick Trawinski 


